Arcobacter butzleri isolation from chicken carcasses in Costa Rica is reported for the first time. The isolated strains (P and R) were presumptively identified by their phenotypic characteristics. Definitive identification was made using a multiplex PCR assay for the simultaneous detection and identification of Arcobacter butzleri, Arcobacter cryaerophilus and Arcobacter skirrowii.
Currently, the genus Arcobacter comprises the following species: A. cryaerophilus, A. butzleri, A. skirrowii, A.
nitrofrigilis, A. cibarius, A. halophilus, A. mytili, A. thereius, A.
marinus and the "Candidatus A. sulfidicus" (1, 9, 13) . At present, A. butzleri is considered the most common species of the genus being considered as a zoonotic and emerging foodborne pathogen that could be associated with bacteremia and human diarrheic illness. It has been also isolated from food of animal origin, especially from poultry, carcasses and offal, milk, mussels, as well as from water bodies, sewage and fecal samples of different animal species (6, 7, 12, 17, 19) .
In Latin America little information about Arcobacter species is available, being isolated in Chile (6, 7), Argentina butzleri using the standard tests described in Table 1 (1).
Definitive identification was made using the multiplex polymerase chain reaction (m-PCR) proposed by Houf et al.
( Fig.1) (11) , confirming that both strains (strain P and strain R) corresponded to the species A. butzleri. 
. butzleri in Costa Rica
A. butzleri is an emerging pathogen that has been associated with abortion and enteritis in animals and with diarrhea and bacteremia in adults and children. This
Arcobacter species seems to be the most frequent in human beings. A. butzleri recognizes a wide reservoir range, being isolated from domestic and free living mammals and birds, from retail chicken meat, from shellfish and environmental water bodies as well. It has been suggested that water and chicken meat may play an important role in the transmission of these organism (6, 7, 12, 14, 16) .
At present no standard isolation method for Arcobacter has been proposed, however there is consensus that an enrichment step and the use of antimicrobials are necessary for this purpose (2,9,14).
The first strains of A. butzleri isolated from chicken meat in Costa Rica grew in CCDA after a previous enrichment period of 24h in Bolton broth, both incubated in microaerobic conditions at 37°C. This is not surprising because A. butzleri is resistant to the antimicrobials present in both media (2, 14) . 
